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An Extended Editorial 


This editorial focuses attention on the current issue of the nature 
of Soviet Military Doctrine and its implications for future Soviet 
posturing on the general issue of arms control. It is written with the full 
understanding that the Sovicts have recently begun to emphasize 
‘defensive’ and ‘prevention of war’ as fundamental elements of their 
doctrine. The editorial goes beyond questions of semantics and intent 
to address the fundamental process by which the Soviets approach 
problems of such immensity. It is designed, in effect, to generate public 
informed debate on this central issue of our times. 
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